Preaching Leviticus  Lecture 2

The Moral and Ethical Teaching of Leviticus.

Introduction

2 Tim 3: 16

     Ethics the real conflict zone today.  Wealth, sexual relations, 

Pastors and their flocks.

Principles covering all OT law.

1. Based on grace.  Given to a redeemed people. Exod 20 10 Commandments.  Refs to exodus in Lev. 11: 45; 19: 34, 36 etc.  

2. Gift of law an act of grace  Deut 4: 8.

3. Part of mission to be a blessing to the Gentiles Gen 12: 3.  Israel to be different from nations Lev 18: 3-4.  A model for the nations  cf Isa 2: 2 –4. 

Some Specifics of Leviticus

1. Be holy , for I am holy.  Motto of Leviticus e.g. 10 45 cf. 1 Peter 1: 16;  Matt 5: 48;  1 Cor 11: 1

2. ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ Lev 19: 18.  Examples from chapter 19

3. Care for the poor, e.g. vv. 10, 13.  The jubilee and slavery Lev 25 cf. Gen 47: 25;  Exod 21:  5-6.

4. Sabbath  25 x    cf. Exod 15 x   Num 3 x  Deut 3x     Cf Gen 2: 1 – 3.  4th commandment.   Modern reversion to prebiblical practice.  Pluralism, homosexuality, assertiveness v. humility, marriage, happiness versus suffering.

5. Talion  ‘eye-for-eye’ principle  Lev 24: 17 – 22;   Exod 21: 23-25; Deut 19: 21  Chris Wright has put it well: ‘Contrary to the popular and quite mistaken use of the phrase to mean unlimited vengeance, this was a simple, and almost certainly metaphorical, way of decreeing proportionality in punishment....It was a handy way of saying that the punishment must fit the crime.’ See application in Exod. 21: 26 – 32. 
6. Gap between law and ethics.  Laws with sanctions set minimum standards for society,  commands without sanctions express God’s ideals.  e.g. Love of God versus idolatry.  Love of neighbour versus murder, theft etc.   God’s tolerance.

7. Sexual behaviour  Lev 18 and 20.  Incest rules and other aberrations.  The importance of Gen 1: 28 and 2: 18 – 24  cf. Jesus in Matt 19: 4-6
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