Preaching Leviticus

Lecture 1.

Gut reactions to sacrifice

Why?  Modern detachment from peasant society.

Some basic anthropology


‘People express in ritual what moves them most’


Waves > kisses. Birthdays. Ceremonies.  Graduations, Rites of passage, baptisms, marriages, funerals.  Nigel and his daughter.


‘It is the values of the group that are revealed’ Loss of significance of holy days. Sunday, Good Friday, Lent, Rise of alternatives, New Year, Remembrance day, holocaust day, The DEMAND OF CHRISTMAS. 

Key to fundamentals of society.  France Bastille Day, Church festivals, Ascension day, Assumption, Burials versus cremation.

The power of  ritual or why there is so much in the Bible about worship ceremonies.

The teaching power of activity: 10% hear, 30% see  90% do.  Moses a great teacher

The place of food ceremonies in Christian culture:  Lord’s Supper, Communal meals, harvest supper.

Food and intimacy.  Drink in a pub< Cup of tea at home< Lunch or dinner party < Staying with people.

Stories of Sacrifice in Genesis

Genesis 18 as a model of sacrifice

Genesis 4 : why  Abel’s sacrifice accepted but Cain’s was not

Genesis 8.  What changed God’s attitude from Genesis 6: 5 – 7 to Genesis 8: 21?

Genesis 22. The animal in the sacrifice 

Regulations about sacrifice

Leviticus 1 – 7

Visualising Leviticus

Accompanying rites with flour and wine.

What is being said by these ceremonies?

What or who do the following depict?

The animal

The priest

The altar

The hand-laying

The flour

The wine

Different types of sacrifice

:

1) Burnt offering  (Leviticus 1) : Total dedication  cf Deut 6: 5

2) Cereal offering (Leviticus 2)  The sacrifice of the poor.

3) Peace offering (Leviticus 3):  Communion

4) Sin Offering (Leviticus 4) Purification : blood disinfectant

5) Guilt Offering (Leviticus 5) Payment of debt

Their distinctive features

The Point of the Regulations: aren’t they stating the obvious and leaving out some points.  e.g. binding animal.

Blemish – free  : sincerity, not spontaneity, essential.  Quality, cf new car.  Sacrifice proportional to status and wealth.  Some sins, guilt offering fixed tariff.

Other Old Testament Commentary on Sacrifice

Psalm 50; Psalm 51: 15 – 19.

Hosea 6: 6; Micah 6: 6 – 8; Isaiah 1: 12 – 20; Isaiah 53: 3- 12.

Sacrifice in the New Testament

The dominant metaphor for understanding the life and death of Christ.

The Lamb of God : John 1: 29, 36

The second Adam : Romans 5: 12 – 20

The second Isaac: John 3: 16; Romans 8: 31 – 32; 

The suffering servant  Isaiah 53 > Matthew 27//Mark 15//Luke 23//John 19

1 Peter 2: 21 – 25

The blood  Romans 3: 25; Ephesians 1: 7;  Hebrews 9: 12-14, 21- 22; 10: 4, 19;

1 John 1: 7;  Revelation 1: 5; 5: 9

Sacrifice: the calling of the Christian

Matthew 10: 38  cf. Luke 9: 23-24

Romans 6: 2 – 4;  Galatians 2: 20

Romans 12: 1: Philippians 2: 17

1 Peter 2: 20 – 25; 4: 12 – 13; 5: 9 – 10. 

Further Reading

R. T. Beckwith and M. J. Selman, Sacrifice in the Bible, (Carlisle: Paternoster Press, 1995)

G. J. Wenham, Exploring the Old Testament: The Pentateuch,(London: SPCK, 2003) 

J. E. Hartley, Leviticus (Dallas: Word, 1992)

N. Kiuchi, Leviticus (Nottingham: IVP, 1997)

J. Milgrom, Leviticus (New York: Doubleday, 1991- 2000)

G. J. Wenham, The Book of Leviticus,(Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1979)

